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Possible change of meeting place ; 

Please note that the BFNC Committee is investigating various possibilities for our future meeting 
venue for the monthly General Meeting - until a decision has been made, we will continue to meet 
at DARA Epsom. It may become necessary for the Bird Observers Group also, to meet at another 
venue or for some method of meeting the anticipated charges for meeting at DARA to be decided 
by members who attend BOG meetings. The main reason for these changes, if they do eventuate, 
is the new scale of charges to be levied on groups meeting at DARA. Members requiring up to 


_ date information on where the Club or one of its sub-groups expects to meet should ‘phone the 


Chairman/President of the relevant group before the meeting date. Wherever we meet, it is most 

likely that charges will be levied on our Club and will need to be met either by increasing the 
membership fee or by members contributing on the night when they attend a meeting. Any 
constructive suggestions on this issue will be gratefully received. _ 
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Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) which is virtually 
endemic to the Bendigo region. 
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Cover photograph: Wasp Galls on Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha.. The October 1990 
excursion to One Tree Hill Regional Park provided some unexpected delights. The weight of the 
warty brown Wasp Galls caused the foliage of the Golden Wattle to droop, further adding to the 
nut-like impression of these galls. Photograph by David Mc Donald. 


Bird Notes from Rochester 
Author: Peter Allan 


Birds are sound, movement and patterns of colour. When observed more closely, they reveal fine 
markings and actions which we can often use to identify them. 


The flocks of Galahs that fly in from the West to wheel and screech over the suburbia of Hopetoun 
Street are ail of these things. Alternately vivid pink or shades of grey in the slanting sunlight they 
use one of the remaining Yellow Box, a splendid specimen with 6 large branches, each still the 
equivalent of a normal tree, rising from a massive butt. Its crown of dead antlers is a special space 
which demands much jostling, fluttering and shifting, with occasional shrill protests of pain. 


But every flock of Galahs, however large, eventually breaks down to smaller groups and finally to 
family parties of up to 5 birds or simply, pairs. As they disperse, mainly into the fast-growing 
introduced Narrow-leafed Peppermints or other tall, dense garden gum trees, the sun sets and their 
silhouettes can be glimpsed against the fading light, shuffling together and preening themselves 
and their partners. On occasions these evening flights are accompanied by the Galahs' white 
relatives, the Little Corellas, their yapping calls heard regularly before they can be seen. They 
pause in the tallest trees or in those on the edge of town, before moving on to the tall River Red 
Gums along the meandering banks of the Campaspe River which divides the town in half from 
North to South. They also move further North to the large forests around Echuca and Barmah, 
their main breeding stronghold. Particularly when sunflowers or other grains are ready for 
harvesting, these flocks build up to 500 or more, moving out to feed at daybreak and returning in 
the evening. 


These flickering flocks are sometimes joined in making patterns across the apricot evening skies by 
regimented arrow-head formations of Straw-necked and White Ibis following the wide Waranga- 
Mallee Main Channel to the East until they reach the Campaspe, or flying further on to isolated 
timber stands around old swamps, even to the Kyabram Fauna Park. 


These are probably new pictures in these skies. Certainly the Galah has, as a species, benefited 
from the clearing of more dense forests and the provision of fields of food and regular water 
supplies, even the dying old remnant trees providing the extra hollows necessary for breeding. 
Whether the Ibis have benefited is harder to determine as vast areas of swamps have been drained 
or confined to limited areas by levee banks. The original water levels in their relatively shallow 
depressions would have been highly variable with each season. The more defined waters of today 
are more permanent and combine with miles of irrigation drains and channels, and the temporary 
flooding of irrigated pastures to provide Ibis food. The White Ibis, in particular, can be seen even 
scavenging in tips or competing with the fowls for their pellets. 


The non-paying visitors to our town which attract as much attention as any are the dark vandals 
that arrive in Autumn - flocks of Pied Currawongs quitting the cold, wet and snow-covered hills 
for the softer life and varied diet of the plains, travelling well into western New South Wales Their 
size, their distinctive shape with long, rounded wings and floppy tails, and, above all, their 
yodelling and piping calls, are dramatic compared to the average Garden Sparrows and Blackbirds. 
They forage around the town and surrounds, watching with bright yellow eyes from treetops and 
ght poles, then dropping down to seize anything that looks edible, including household scraps 
and pet food. Both native and introduced berries and fruits are swallowed eagerly with pellets of 
undigested seeds and skins being regurgitated over pathways and even people. The few dozen 
Crab Apples from our little tree are popular with the Sparrows but they quickly move aside when 
the dark larrikins arrive. By then devoid of leaves and only 2m high, the tree sways and bends 
under the onslaught, the red and yellow fruit disappearing in great gulps. Even the cats with their 
taste tor feathered dinners, prefer to watch proceedings through the loungeroom window from the 
inside, close to but safe from the action. 


On irregular occasions I have noticed the Currawongs indulge in a sort of ceremonial roll-call. The 
most striking example was held in our street last Winter, the previously mentioned giant Yellow 
Box being the focal point. Strident calls from a number of birds resulted in a spontaneous 


gathering, as individuals, pairs, and small parties came from all points of the compass for the next 
10 minutes until around 200 birds (as far as I could estimate in the confusion) had gathered in an 
area of about half a hectare. The calling was persistent and their movements erratic, some seeking 
the highest points, others content to perch in the trees, on light poles or on roof-tops. Then, as 
though they had exhibited their credentials, they all dispersed as irregularly as they had come. 


I have seen similar occurrences in Rochester and Echuca. On another occasion, I witnessed part of 
a similar performance through my office window, counting at least 100 birds from the directions I 
could see. These are not one-way flights as would take place in a migratory pattern but a gathering 
from all directions and then breaking up into separate groups again. 


Eventually, in early Spring, the numbers decline as they flop-flap their way back to the hills, no 
doubt alive again to the sound of music of a sort. Incidentally, the Grey Currawong does not 
occur in this district other than as rare sightings of strays from further South. 


Shadowed in the Bush: Foraging pattern of the Little Eagle 
Author: David Mc Donald 


It is not unusual on visits to the southern section of One Tree Hill Regional Park to hear the call of 
the Little Eagle, Hieraateus morphnoides, as it circles overhead. As occurs with many other 
raptores the alarm calls of the forest birds is often the first indicator of their presence. The bird is 
usually soon out of site as it continues its food search. 


On 1st March 1991 as I entered the park from the grazing lease, after disturbing a rabbit from the 
drying undergrowth, I was alerted by alarm calls. These were soon followed by calls from the 
Little Eagle itself, which I observed approximately 300m south of me, as it circled slowly 
eastward. Continuing my walk into the park I again heard the Little Eagle. This time it was about 
200m east of me circling above the ridge. I continued along the sides of the ridge and 
approximately 10 minutes later, the Little Eagle was then observed 200m to the west of my 
position. 


I have previously been stooped by Peregrine Falcons, or circled over by Little Eagles and Brown 
Goshawks, I presume in an attempt to check me out, but they have quickly moved away. 
However, for the next 15 minutes the Little Eagle was not out of my sight as I walked further 
along the ridge. The bird appeared to follow me, never being any more than 300m away and 
continuously in my line of sight. I then stopped and the Little Eagle, now clearly a light phase 
bird, positioned itself no more than 25m above me, hovering as it pointed into the strenghtening 
wind. For over one minute the bird held its position, while I craned my neck to observe it. Then it 
moved slowly away but again held a circling pattern 200-350m from me. It was not until I 
returned to the main track that the bird finally departed from my view. 


It appears that the role of humans as the hunter, and animal to flush the prey out, may have been 
reversed. The Little Eagle appeared to be using my presence as an opportunistic method of 
disturbing prey in the forest. This would appear to be possible given the present state of the forest 
undergrowth, which has deteriorated over the dry summer with much of the ground layer 
becoming quite sparse. 


From the Specimen Table; What is it? 
Author: David McDonald 


Problems with the publication of Whirrakee have not allowed enough time for members to study 
the specimen provided in last month's photograph in From the Specimen Table; What is it? , and 
to reply to the editor with their identification. The name of the successful member(s) to correctly 
identify the subject will now be published in the May Whirrakee. 


This month's photograph is a little easier to identify. Yes it is a bird, but what species? Feel free 
‘to add comments to your identification. All members will benefit from your additional comments. 


Address your reply to the editor: Mr Rod Orr, 
5 Cockerel Ct, 
BENDIGO. 3550. 


This months specimen was photographed by David Mc Donald. 


i 


Members are also invited to send in a photo of any specimen that they would like identified or feel 
is of interest to other members. Photographs can be provided in many forms and can usually be 
copied from prints, negatives or slides, whether black & white or colour. 


Bird Notes and Observations: February 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Black-eared Cuckoo, 1, Lyal, 2/1/91 

Black Kite, 1, Junortoun, 19/1/91 

Spotted Nightjar, 1, Kamarooka SP, 20/1/91 

Breeding 

Western Gerygone, nest with young, Junortoun, Dec 90 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, 1 juvenile, Junortoun, Dec 90 

Red-browed Firetail, 1 juvenile, Sailors Gully, Jan 91 

Red-capped Robin, 1 dependent flying young, near Sailors Gully, Jan 91 
Weebill, nest with young, Sailors Gully, 18/1/91 

Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo, 1 young bird, Jobs Gully, 14/12/90 

Grey Butcherbird, 1 adult feeding & 1 immature - another immature nearby, Jobs Gully, 22/12/90 
Galah, 2 adults feeding & 2 flying young, Jobs Gully, 22/12/90 
Pallid Cuckoo, 1 dependent flying young fed by 2 Yellow Robins, Mandurang Forest, 19/12/90 
Pallid Cuckoo, 1 dependent fed by 2 Fuscous Honeyeaters, Sedgwick, 15/12/90 
Dusky Woodswallow, 2 adults with 3 juveniles, Mandurang Forest, 19/12/90 
Jacky Winter, 1 adult with 1 juvenile, Junortoun, Jan 91 

Observations 

Grey-crowned Babbler, 6, near Eppalock School, 21/12/90 

White-browed Babbler, 1, Strathfieldsaye, Jan 91 

Southern Boobook, 1, Junortoun, 22/12/90 

Southern Boobook, 2, Calivil, 15/1/91 

Peregrine Falcon, 1, Mandurang, 20/12/90 

Red-browed Firetail, 5, Eaglehawk RP, Jan 91 

Tawny Frogmouth, 1 heard, Eaglehawk North, 21& 22/1/91 

Western Gerygone, 1, Strathfieldsaye, Jan 91 

Pacific Heron, 1, Sedgwick, 6/1/91 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, 2, Jobs Gully, 14/12/90 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, 24, Strathfieldsaye, Dec 90 & Jan 91 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, 6, Junortoun, Jan 91 

Variegated Fairy-wren, 4, Eaglehawk RP jan 91 

Fairy Martin, 2 birds & 12 old nests, Junortoun, 12/1/91 

Common Mynah, 1, Junortoun, 28/1/91 . 

Common Mynah, 2, North Harcourt, 28/1/91 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1 immature, Strathfieldsaye, 25/1/91 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 2 immature, Sailor's Gully, Jan 91 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1, Eaglehawk North, 25/12/90 

White-backed Swallow, 2, Spring Gully Reservoir, 26/1/91 

Black Swan, 1, Mandurang South, 1/2/91 

White-throated Needletail, 20 (est.), Eaglehawk North, 10/1/91 
White-throated Needletail, 1, Strathfieldsaye, Jan 91 

Fork-tailed Swift, several, Jan 91 

Weebill, 1, Strathfieldsaye, Jan & Feb 91 

Australian Hobby, 1, Junortoun, 21/12/90 

Little Button-quail, 1, Mandurang Forest, 19/12/90 


Lists 
Calivil, Jan 91 Kennington Forest, Dec 90 
Eaglehawk RP, Jan 91 Mandurang Forest, 19/12/90 


Junortoun, Dec 90 & Jan 91 


Notes 

The Eaglehawk Regional Park is the only part of the Whipstick Forest from which Red- 
browed Firetails have been recorded. They were also seen here in December 1988. They 
generally occur more to the South of Bendigo. 


The bush has been drier than usual this Summer, which may account for a greater number of 
visiting Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. Usually, they visit Strathfieldsaye in twos and threes - the 
half-dozen feeding on mistletoe flowers at Junortoun is the largest group seen there in 3 years. 


The family group of Variegated Wrens was seen in Grey Box and Yellow Gum woodland 
with Chinese Scrub and Golden Wattle understorey. They were also flitting around in Spiny Rush 
at the edge of a dam. They are usually seen to the North in the Whipstick or Kamarooka, 
especially in mallee scrub. 


It is good to see that White-backed Swallows are still here. They are not common here and 
are probably geting rarer due to destruction of their nest sites in old mining sand heaps. It is 
possible that they still nest in sand heaps in the Spring Gully Reservoir. 


The immature Collared Sparrowhawks at Sailors Gully were seen flying through the Yellow 
Gum and Grey Box forest and calling frequently over several weeks in the same area. They were 
seen to take what were probably small birds. 


A Spotted Nightjar was banded near Millwood Dam early in the morning. It must have been 
a spectacular bird in the hand. Spotted Nightjars are known to frequent this area which is the 
southern limit of the range of these inland birds. 


Black Kites are also birds of the inland but umlike th Spotted Nightjar, which is a non- 
breeding resident in the district, Black Kites only occasionally visit the area. 


The Black-eared Cuckoo is our rarest occurring Cuckoo. It has been known to breed in the 
district. Fork-tailed Swifts and White-throated Needletails are also regular summer migrants 
usually seen in swirling flocks that appear and disappear unexpectedly. The 2 species are often 
seen in mixed flocks and their presence is often associated, though not in the records presented this 
month, with thunderstorm activity. 


The Little Button Quail is another summer migrant to the district. Its numbers vary widely 
from year to year. It has been known to breed in the district. 


Notes and Observations: March 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Latham's Snipe, 1, Barkers Ck Res, 9/2/91 

Black-eared Cuckoo, 1, Junourton, 1/3/91 

Common Mynah 

White Hills, 1, 20/12/90 

Longlea, 15, 11/2/91 

Epsom, 1, 18/2/91 

Breeding 

Crested Shrike-tit, ladult feeding 3 young, Sedgwick, 16/2/91 
Noisy Miner, 2, fledglings, 10/3/90 & 24/8/90 

Noisy Miner, 1 adult and 2 dependant fledglings, 28/2/91 
Non-local Observation 

Bush Thick-knee, 2, Timmering, 25/12/90 - 20/2/91 
Observations 

Little Raven, 12, Flora Hill, 28/2/91 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater, 1, Mandurang, 21/2/91 
Whistling Kite, 1 juvenile, Ravenswood, 9/2/91 
Brown-headed Honeyeater, 2, Calivil, 17/2/91 
White-throated Treecreeper, 1 Junourton, 5/2/91 

Shy Hylacola, 10, U2 Kamarooka Forest, 4/2/91 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, 1, Eaglehawk Regional Park,3/2/91 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, 2, Sedgwick, Jan-Feb'91 


Rainbow Bee-eater, 30, Calivil, 26/2/91 

Rainbow Bee-eater, 4, Redesdale, 27/2/91 
Rainbow Bee-eater, 2, Mandurang, 14/2/91 
Rainbow Bee-eater, 10, Sutton Grange 15/2/91 
Spotted Nightjar, 1 Inglewood, 2/1/91 

Spotted Nightjar, U2 Kamarooka Forest, 17/2/91 
Tawny Frogmouth, 1, Huntly, 4/2/91 

Crested Pigeon, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 28/2/91 
Nankeen Kestrel, 1, Bendigo, 27/2/91 

Little Eagle, 1, Junourton, 19/2/91 

Little Eagle, 1, Sedgwick, 9/2/91 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1, Sedgwick, 23/2/91 
Black Swan, 1, Mandurang, 3/1/91 

Pacific Heron, 1, Kamarooka Forest, 1/3/91 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, 3, Tooborac, 11/2/91 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, 1, Derrinal, 11/2/91 

Little Lorikeet, 2, Eaglehawk Regional Park, 3/2/91 
White-browed Woodswallow, c.10, Winghee Swamp, 18/2/91 
Grey-crowned Babbler, 4, Prairie West, 24/2/91 
Red-capped Robin, 1 immature, Junourton, Feb '91 
Banded Lapwing, 32, Winghee Swamp, 18/2/91 
Marsh Harrier, 1, Barkers Ck Res, 9/2/91 

Striated Pardalote, 60, Junourton, 28/2/91 


Lists 

Barkers Ck Reservoir, 9/2/91 Kamarooka State Park, 8/2/91 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 9/2/91 Kennington Forest, 8/2/91 
Eaglehawk Regional Park, 3/2/91 One Tree Hill Regional Park, 12/2/91 
Junourton, Feb '91 Winghee Swamp, 18/2/91 

Notes 


Latham's Snipe are usually rare summer visitors here. The sighting at Barkers Ck is our first 
record for that area. However a few birds are often seen at Calivil around December. Black-eared 
Cuckoos are variable in colour. The one seen at Junourton was a deep, almost salmon, colour 
while others are much paler. Little Lorikeets are normally seen flying quickly overhead, where 
they are easily confused with Purple-crowned Lorikeets. At Eaglehawk they were seen feeding i in 
a Grey Box, presumably on insects. 


Although Banded Lapwings are not unusual on the plains north of Bendigo, the 32 birds 
comprised a larger flock than usual. This is the second report of White- browed Woodswallows 
this summer. The last report we have of large flocks was in 1984. 


The Common Mynah continues to be seen in increasing numbers. In vineyards around 
Heathcote this bird is already the most important pest species. It is disheartening to stand in a 
vineyard and hear only this species calling raucously from the adjacent bush. This is a foretaste of 
things to come in Bendigo. 


Depressing to a slightly lesser extent is the news that a colony of Grey-crowned Babblers at 
Prairie West is surviving, but in reduced numbers. Other colonies in the general area have 
apparently disappeared over recent years. The Bird Observers Group is at present investigating the 
numbers and sites of these birds. 


To add another sorry tale, there have been no Painted Honeyeater records this year. In fact 
there has been no record since autumn 1988. Does this mean that the Painted Honeyeater has 
become even rarer over recent years. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Laurie Leeson 


Each month the club receives a number of newsletters and magazines; some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the club librarian at club meetings. 


Habitat 

The February edition (Vol. 19 No. 1) of this ACF magazine contains a commentary titled 
‘Ferrtility Control in Wildlife - An Ethical Overview’ which discusses the emerging field of fertility 
control in wild animals and the ethical implications of this new research. This article is based on a 
paper which the author, Freya Mathews, gave at a conference on Fertility Control and Wildlife in 
Melbourne last November. "Recent research in the field of fertility control in animals has opened 
up the possibility of new strategies for controlling animal populations in the wild. Instead of 
resorting to the existing lethal methods of trapping, shooting or poisoning, it may now be possible 
in some circumstances to use contraceptive or sterilisation methods to reduce wildlife populations, 
whether these be feral or native animals whose numbers, as a result of human intervention, 
threaten the integrity of ecosystems." Questions raised by the author in the opening paragraph are 
some of those that confront us when we consider the ethics of intervening in wildlife populations 
that have been ecologically unbalanced - What should our relation to wildlife be? Are wild animals 
entitled to our respect and consideration? Should our moral attitude towards wild animals differ 
from our attitude to domestic animals? Is there a moral distinction to be drawn between feral 
animals on the one hand and native fauna on the other? Do animals in general have a greater moral 
claim on us than other organisms or ecosystems? 


Another article titled ‘National Estate Built on Sand’ by Ralph Lindsey examines plans to mine the 
coastline of Queensland's Shoalwater-Byfield area north of Rockhampton. The Australian 
Heritage Commission has acknowledged this as the largest and most diverse undeveloped region 
on the eastern Australian coastline south of the Cape York Peninsula and it was listed on the 
Register of the National Estate in 1980. It is distinctive as it marks the interface between the humid 
tropics and the sub-tropics and has a broad diversity of plant communities which support an 
equally diverse fauna. 


‘Voices from the Forest’ by Jennie Dell reports on the Penan tribespeople of Sarawak whose way 
of life is threatened. Logging in the jungle has resulted in such serious depletion of plant and 
animal life that their nomadic ways are no longer viable for most. Enforced settlement carries with 
it huge social difficulties. "In the case of the Penen, what's at risk is a way of life decorated by a 
rich and intricate cosmology; a set of mystical and magical beliefs that govern every action. And 
integral to that magical thinking, is a knowledge of the jungle so deep and so broad that when the 
jungle is gone, and the knowledge no longer has currency, the loss will be inestimable." 


Publications received recently include: 

Conservation News Vol. 23 No. 1 February '91. 

Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 291 February '91. 
Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion-News Sheet February '91. 
Sunraysia F.N.C. Sun-Nat Vol.30 No.1 February '91. 
Castlemaine Naturalist No.164 February '91. 

The Bird Observer No. 705 January/February '91. 

Mid Murray Field Naturalist No. 15 November '90. 


VFNCA/WVFNCA Campout at Howmans Gap 
Author: Win Demeo 


Several members of our club went to the campout at Howmans Gap near Falls Creek. There 
were over 100 people participating and they came from clubs ranging from Mornington to 
Sunraysia and from Portland to Latrobe Valley. 

We arrived at about 11 p.m. on Friday and locating spare beds for the night was very 
interesting - I finished up sharing a lounge room floor with Dick and Shirley Southcombe. On 
Saturday morning some of us went for a drive to the Bogong High Plains. We saw Nankeen 
Kestrel, Red Wattle-bird, Flame Robin, Kookaburra, Gang-Gang Cockatoo, Rufous Whistler, 
Silver Gull, Black Cormorant, Crimson Rosella, Snow Gum, Alpine Riceflower, Royal Grevillea, 
Sutton's Leek Orchid, Grass Trigger-plant, Mountain Gentian, Alpine Hovea, Bogong Daisy, 
Leafy Bossiaea and mobs of Herefords. In lower country near the camp we saw Alpine Ash, 
Mountain Hickory Wattle, Hop Bitter-pea, Mountain Pepper, Tasman Flax-lily, Common 
Oxylobium and Derwent Speedwell. On Sunday morning some of us went for a walk along the 
fire trail near the camp where we saw a rare Elbow Orchid, Spotted Pardalote, Tree-creeper, 
Kookaburra, Silvereye and heard Lyrebirds. 

At the WVENCA meeting on Sunday evening Portland club delegates offered to approach 
their club to host the October campout as Ararat are not able to do so. It was suggested that the 
regeneration after the recent fires in the area would be interesting at that time of the year. 

The next VFNCA campout was discussed and FNCV delegates agreed to approach their 
clubs to consider hosting it somewhere near Melbourne. . 

Everyone had to be out of the camp by 10am on Monday so, after cleaning the place, we all 
left for home. Thanks to the Wangaratta club members for hosting the weekend and to Rob and 
Glenise Moors for taking me with them. 


General meeting report: March 
Author: W. Demeo 


25 members were present. 
Information on badges has been received from three firms, both for embroidered cloth and ; 
enamelled metal types. Following discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of both types it 
was moved that the committee investigate costs and put information into Whirrakee so that further 
consideration can be made at a future general meeting. . 
Glenise Moors outlined the content of a letter which the club is to receive regarding charges 
for the use of the DARA facilities. These ranged from $50 to $130 per night but the actual charge © 
may be negotiable. This is to be considered further by the committee. — hes 
The guest speaker, Dean Hewish, was introduced by Rob Moors and spoke on the topic of 
"Night Birds". Dean discussed surveys he and his wife have done in the Balliang area near 
Bacchus Marsh. These were carried out over a number of years and looked at the numbers and 
distribution of Barn Owls, Tawny Frogmouths and Boobook Owls. Results indicated that the 
birds were mobile but that they preferred some areas more than others. Further work is planned to 
look at the distribution and numbers of potential food species in the area in an attempt to establish 
why some areas are favored over others which appear similar. 
Peter Allan expressed the club's appreciation of Dean's presentation. 
Excursion Reports poate 
1 Combined W.V.F.N.C.A,/V.F.N.C.A. campout at Howmans Gap. The club was well 
represented and members gave reports of observations made. 
2 Millwood Dam. David McDonald reported that the group saw a Collared Sparrowhawk at 
the dam. They also visited the U2 area where a Spotted Nightjar was sighted. 
Notes and Observations 
1 W.Demeo reported that a stand of Calytrix on the Tennyson Road has been bulldozed. 
2 A. Bridley reported a patch of trees on Millwood Road which have apparently been killed by 
a change in drainage. 
3. G. Moors reported on a Collared Sparrowhawk which was bathing in their dam. 
4 A. Bridley reported seeing Black Honeyeaters near Benalla. Ann also mentioned a local trip 
looking for Grey-crowned Babblers - any reports of these birds in the district would be useful. 


Diary 

Meetings 

Wednesday April 10 ‘Early Botanists of Australia’. Presented by the Voluntary Guides 
of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 


Bird Observers Group 

Friday May 3, 7:30pm, Department of Agriculture, Epsom 
Bird of the Night: Swift Parrot 

Speaker: Don Franklin (Ornithologist). 'New Zealand Birds' 


Mammal Survey Group 
Wednesday April 24, 8pm, Ian Fenselau's home, Buckland Street, White Hills (48 4384) 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday April, 8pm, Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo (43 7673) 


Excursions 
Sunday, April 14, Excursion to the Mt Camel axe quarry and to Mt Ida to look for fossils. We 
will leave from the normal departure point outside the Education Complex in Havlin Street at 2pm. 


